Sample Scenarios for Student Documentation
These were proposed to CMS by the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine
based on our interpretation of the guidelines. A response from CMS is pending.

Scenarios taken from https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/2018Downloads/R4068CP.pdf but edited for
inclusion of students and/or students and residents and the changes in Transmittal R4283CP, dated August 26, 2019.

Scenario 1: The teaching physician personally performs all the required elements of an E/M service
without a student. In this scenario the student may or may not have performed an E/M service
independently. In the absence of documentation by a student, the teaching physician must document
as he/she would document an E/M service in a nonteaching setting.

Scenario 2: The student performs the elements required for an E/M service in the presence of, or jointly
with, the teaching physician and the student documents the service. The teaching physician performs
or re-performs the HPI and the physical exam, and participates in the medical decision making. The
teaching physician verifies* the student’s entry in the patient’s record. For payment, the compaosite note
must support the medical necessity and the level of the service billed by the teaching physician.

Scenario 3: The student performs some or all of the required elements of the service in the absence of
the teaching physician and documents in the patient record. The teaching physician independently
performs the HPI, the physical exam, and medical decision making with or without the student present.
The teaching verifies* the student’s entry in the patient’s record. For payment, the composite note must
support the medical necessity and the level of the service billed by the teaching physician.

Scenario 4: The student performs some or all of the required elements of the service in the presence of,
jointly with, or in the absence of the resident and documents in the patient record. The resident
performs some or all of the required elements of the service in the absence of the teaching physician
with or without the student present. The resident verifies* the student’s entry in the patient’s record and
attests that he/she (the resident) performed the required elements of the service. The teaching
physician independently performs the critical or key portions of the service and participates in the
management of the patient. The teaching physician verifies* the composite entry in the patient’s
record. For payment, the composite note must support the medical necessity and the level of the
service billed by the teaching physician.

Scenario 5: The student performs some or all of the required elements of the service in the presence of,
jointly with, or in the absence of the resident and documents in the patient record. The resident
performs some or all of the required elements of the service in the presence of, or jointly with the
teaching physician with or without the student present. The resident verifies* the student note and
attests that he/she (the resident) performed the required elements of the service. The teaching
physician verifies* the composite entry in the patient’s record. For payment, the composite note must
support the medical necessity and the level of the service billed by the teaching physician.

*Verify: review and ensure the documentation is true and accurate. This includes editing as
needed.
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